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Human right to food needs framework– Report 

The Late Hastings Kamuzu 

Banda, first President of the 

Republic of Malawi, often 

emphasised the need for Mala-

wians to always have enough 

food, decent clothing and to 

sleep in houses that did not 

leak, one President later, the 

emphasis on food security has 

resurfaced but a report on 

human rights and food ob-

serves that something is miss-

ing- the adoption of an over-

arching human rights frame-

work for the eradication of 

hunger. 

 

The Report, titled The Human 

Right to Food in Malawi, by 

the International Centre for 

Human Rights and Democ-

ratic Development and the 

Foodfirst Information and 

Action Network while credit-

ing the Government of Malawi 

with activities that could be said 

to be part of a human rights 

strategy, points to the absence 

of a human rights framework 

into which such activities could 

fitted. Says the report “While 

the Government of Malawi has 

in fact undertaken many activi-

ties that would be included in a 

human rights strategy, for ex-

ample the excellent policy coor-

dination work being done by the 

Technical Secretariat of the 

Ministry of Agriculture, it has 

not placed them within the con-

text of an overarching human 

rights framework”. 

 

However the Report does not 

lay the blame squarely at the 

feet of Government. It observes 

that  Government’s ability to 

take necessary steps is often 

constrained by pressure and 

conflicting policy priorities 

imposed by the international 

community.  

“At the same time, however, 

donors were not sufficiently 

sensitive to the human right to 

food or to their own responsi-

bilities in ensuring the Govern-

ment of Malawi meets its hu-

man rights commitments. In 

fact, a sense of scepticism per-

meated our discussions with 

donors about the value-added  

of human rights as an approach 

for hunger eradication”, says the 

Report. 

 

One development partner that is 

making commendable efforts in 

working with Government to 

promote and protect the human 

right to food in Malawi is the 

Food and Agriculture Organiza-

Statistics on Malawi’s staple food crop, maize,  are very important for policy development and implementation. Picasa Web Albums 
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tion (FAO) through the Coun-

trySTAT project. One of the 

principal aims of CountryS-

TAT as a tool for analysing, 

disseminating and accessing 

statistics on food and agricul-

ture is to facilitate the analysis 

of data supply for utilisation 

accounts and food balance 

sheets, in order to obtain more 

derived indicators relevant to 

nutrition, food and agriculture. 

This is an aim that ultimately 

contributes to the promotion 

and safeguarding of the hu-

man right to food. 

Another principal aim of 

CountrySTAT is to help coun-

tries disseminate data through a 

communication and information 

tool at the national and sub-

national levels. The right to 

seek receive and impart infor-

mation and ideas as championed 

by CountrySTAT through the 

provision of statics on food and 

agriculture empowers citizens 

and empowering citizens  is an 

important aspect of the concept 

of human rights. If citizens are 

adequately informed about for 

example prices of inputs and 

commodities they become em-

powered to make informed 

decisions on buying and selling. 

 

One way of realising and safe-

guarding the human right to 

food is to ensure that policies 

that drive government efforts 

regarding issues of food secu-

rity are based on evidence that 

can be obtained through an 

adequate provision of statistical 

information in food and agricul-

ture. CountrySTAT championed 

by FAO is a very important and 

strategic partner. in that respect. 

Transparency and accountability required in pricing of crops- Report 

Four years after being called 

upon to implement policies 

designed to create transparency 

and accountability in the pric-

ing of food and cash crops 

Government is still battling 

with buyers of tobacco and 

cotton to ensure that farmers 

get fair prices at the market. 

 

A report, titled The Human 

Rights to Food in Malawi by 

the International Centre for  

Human Rights and Democratic  

Development and the Foodfirst 

Information Action Network 

recommended a number of ac-

tions for improving the situation. 

Some of the recommendations 

were increasing programmes that 

publicise commodity prices, 

investigating allegations of price 

fixing by the tobacco industry 

and applying appropriate reme-

dies and investigating price 

gouging by traders and prosecut-

ing offenders. 

For two seasons now tobacco 

growers have been at logger 

heads with buyers who they 

claim offer poor prices for the 

Malawi gold leading to a situa-

tion where poor farmers are 

unable to even break even. The 

consequence is that there is 

decreased ability to access ade-

quate food because the farmers 

use the cash they get from to-

bacco to buy food. The report 

points out that “With regards to 

earning cash income from to-

bacco in order to buy food, a 

Time to be at the auction floors but are they going to get fair prices so that they can buy food? Picasa Web Albums 
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CountrySTAT Malawi and other stats tables at a glance 

The CountrySTAT Malawi web-

site, like its sister websites for 

other countries, is likely to be the 

most comprehensive source food 

and agriculture statistics once it 

becomes fully operational. 

 

Currently some of the information 

stakeholders and the media can 

access on CountrySTAT Malawi is 

on the production of tea, 

coffee, tobacco, rubber 

among other agricultural 

commodities.  Even 

practice common to all those 

interviewed during the site 

visits, price fixing by tobacco 

companies was repeatedly 

identified as a problem”. 

 

One grey area  has been the 

farmers’ inability to access 

information that can facilitate 

international comparability of 

the pricing of tobacco among 

other cash crops. This would 

enable farmers argue from a 

strong position. CountrySTAT 

could be one reliable source of 

such information. 

 

The information provided by  

Country STAT includes statis-

tics on economics namely in-

puts and their prices, produc-

tion and output prices. Such 

information could help solve 

problems  like price-fixing if 

effectively used to  evolve 

policies for the benefit of small 

farmers who are more vulnerable 

to food insecurity situations. 

The report observes that though it 

might be advisable to decrease 

reliance on tobacco, as long as 

tobacco remains the main source 

of livelihood, the Government 

should not be blamed for protect-

ing its citizens. 

“Even though it may be advisable 

to decrease tobacco production 

for a variety of reasons, as long as 

it remains a key livelihood crop 

for farmers the government is 

obligated to protect its citizens 

from illegal market activities such 

as price-fixing”. 

 

The report says there were com-

plaints about price instability for 

production inputs for food secu-

rity crops as well as for cash 

crops like tobacco which put 

farmers at a great disadvantage.   

 

“In other words, markets com-

pelled poor farmers to buy high 

and sell low, resulting in de-

creased ability to access ade-

quate food”, says the report. 

 

“In the cases of subsidised fer-

tilisers and maize, traders re-

portedly enjoyed access to large 

quantities at the subsidised 

prices while individuals and 

families endured long line-ups 

for limited quantities insuffi-

cient in comparison to need.  

Traders then capitalised on the 

subsidised prices, re-selling at 

significant mark-up on the open 

market”. 

Information available on Coun-

trySTAT can be used as a tool 

for developing policies that can 

reduce malpractices in the sale 

of subsidised farm inputs. 

   

In 1999-2001 and in 2005 the production of tobacco in Malawi declined in comparison to previous years. Picasa Web Albums 
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The Uganda Bureau of Statistics 
will host the Fifth International 
Conference on Agricultural Sta-
tistics (ICAS-V) from 12-15 
October 2010 in Kampala under 
the theme “Integrating Agricul-
ture into the National Statistical 
System”. The theme is the pri-
mary pillar of a recent initiative 
by the international community 
to assess and improve the quality 
of agricultural statistics. 
 

The Conference, which will be 

the fifth in the series of ICAS 

conferences conducted under the 

auspices of the International 

Statistical Institute (ISI) Com-

mittee on Agricultural Statistics, 

will focus on the report by the 

United Nations Statistical Com-

mission “Global Strategy for 

Improving Agricultural and Ru-

ral Statistics” which was devel-

oped during the previous Inter-

national Conference on Agricul-

tural Statistics in 2007.  With the 

Global Strategy the international 

community aims at improving 

agricultural statistics by assessing 

its current situation. The assess-

ment has evidenced a decline in 

the quantity and the quality of 

agricultural statistics. However it 

also underlined the urgent need to 

acknowledge the importance of 

agriculture’s role in developing 

food security policies in the global 

fight against hunger and poverty.  

 

The Global Strategy defines the 

role of agriculture in addition to 

new requirements concerning land 

and water use, climate change and 

the increasing use of food and feed 

commodities to produce biofuels. 

ICAS-V will respond to one of the 

main recommendations of the 

Global Strategy, namely that agri-

culture be integrated into national 

statistical systems.  

 

ICAS-V will focus on a number of 

topics such as: Agriculture Con-

ceptual Framework; Scope and 

coverage of agriculture; Economic 

and social statistics; Environment 

statistics; Use of new technologies 

and tools in Agriculture Statistics; 

Remote sensing and early warn-

ing; Data collection and dissemi-

nation; Global Strategy Compo-

nents; Agricultural statistics at 

country level; Training; Re-

search; Technical assistance; 

National and International Gov-

ernance; Rural and social statis-

tics; Population and agriculture 

censuses; Household and agri-

cultural surveys.  

 

ICAS-V, sponsored by the Afri-

can Development Bank, Euro-

stat, FAO, ISI, the Islamic De-

velopment Bank, UNSD, United 

States Department of Agriculture 

and the World Bank, will bring 

together statisticians from na-

tional statistical offices, minis-

tries of agriculture, academia and 

researchers, and international 

organizations.  

 
Uganda Bureau of Statistics 

Uganda to host ICAS-V 

though the data is for historical 

years (up to 2007), it is very 

useful for assessing the impact of 

whatever policies were in place 

in those particular years. One 

would naturally need to consult 

relevant government depart-

ments or ministries to establish 

the policies that were in force at 

a particular time to facilitate 

meaningful analysis. 

The CountrySTAT Malawi site 

shows that in the 1994-1996 

growing season the country pro-

duced 123,454 tonnes of tobacco 

but in the 1999-2001 and in 2005 

production dropped to 88,591 

tonnes and 93,598 tonnes respec-

tively.  What was the cause of 

the decline?  The same trend is 

observable in the production of 

coffee which was 5,099 tonnes in 

1994 - 1995 and dropped to 1,403 

tonnes in 2007 while the produc-

tion of tea steadily rose from 

34,708 tonnes to 46,000 tonnes in 

2007.  How can these trends be 

explained? 

At 2,397,200 tonnes of tobacco in 

2007, China produced 20 times as 

much tobacco as Malawi. What 

would be the best trade policy for 

Malawi in her interaction with 

China in the light of such produc-

tion figures. 

The FAO Statistical year book for 

2009 shows that in 2007, India was 

the biggest producer of milk pro-

ducing 106,100 tonnes  followed 

by the USA whose production 

that year was 84,189 tonnes and 

then China whose production 

was 39, 824 tonnes, slightly 

above half the amount produced 

by the USA. 

The top three producers of  

coffee in 2007 were Vietnam 

(961,200 tonnes), Colombia 

(697,377 tonnes) and Indonesia 

(676,475 tonnes). These statis-

tics could help Malawi put in 

place strategies for improving 

coffee production. 

The sample of information out-

lined above shows that Coun-

trySTAT is a rich source of 

information for academic and 

other research including re-

The CountrySTAT 

Malawi site shows 

that in the 1994-

1996 the country 

produced 123,454 

tonnes of tobacco 

but in the 1999-

2001 and in 2005 

production dropped 

to 88,591 tonnes 

and 93,598 tonnes 

respectively.  What 

was the cause of the 

decline?  

With the Global 

Strategy the inter-

national commu-

nity aims at im-

proving agricultural 

statistics by assess-

ing its current 

situation.  

This is a publication of   CountrySTAT Malawi.  
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